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93-21-03M19

Interagency Agreement
between the
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
and the
U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

CDC No. 98FED22404-7

I. Purpose

This agreement is an Amendment to Interagency Agreement CDC No. 99FED22404-4 to provide
funding for the continued collection of work-related injury and illness data in Fiscal Year 2003. Under
this agreement between the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) and the
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), NIOSH will contribute to the cost of the
National Electronic Injury Surveillance System (NEISS) and CPSC will continue to maintain or
enhance the current scope of NEISS to accommodate the special interests and needs of NIOSH for
work-related injury and illness data for victims of all ages from October 1, 2002 through September
30, 2004. It is recognized that through a collaborative, long term commitment to the NEISS that both
agencies benefit from program improvements, training, and cost sharing that assist in the timely
assessmment of injury/illness incidents and that foster future projects of common interest.

II. Background

| CPSC contracts with hospital einergency rooms to collect injury/illness data for the data system known
as NEISS. This system is used by CPSC to identify and measure the magnitude of the injury problems '
associated with consumer products that are treated in hospital emergency departments in the U.S. and

its territories.

NEISS is a tri-level data collection system, with the capacity for collecting data at emergency
departments, from telephone follow-up interviews with hospital staff and/or victims, and from in-depth
interviews with injured/ill parties and/or witnesses at the sites where the injuries/ilinesses occurred.
One, two, or all three of these levels are used by CPSC as primary data collection tools.

Since 1978, other Federal Agencies have found it useful to share NEISS, including having CPSC
expand the scope of the injuries collected or add to the list of variables to be collected. Agencies
which have shared NEISS data through interagency agreements in the past include: Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), Food and Drug Administration (FDA), and the Bureau of
Justice Statistics (BJS). Through interagency agreements with NIOSH in FY 1981 through FY 1587,
and again in FY 1996 through FY 2002, CPSC expanded NEISS to include all work-related incidents.
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NIOSH has a continuing need to measure the number and rate of occupational injuries and illnesses and
study those incurred in specific occupations and industries, including among healthcare workers.

NEISS has provided this information on an ongoing basis and in a timely and cost-effective manner.
Under this agreement, NIOSH will contribute funds towards the cost of NEISS contracts in return for
continued sharing of data from this system.

111 Scope of Work

A

Under the terms of this agreement, CPSC agrees to continue in effect modifications to

* NEISS to meet the needs of NIOSH in collecting work-related injury and illness data.
" These modifications were put in place in past agreements dating most recently back to

FY96. These modifications expanded the scope of data collected through the NEISS
system to include work-related injuries and illnesses regardless of product involvement,
added NIOSH special study variables to the NEISS surveillance system for work-

related cases, and established a system whereby NIOSH is routinely provided with
work-related data collected through the NEISS system. This agreement covers work-
related injuries and illnesses to victims of all ages who are treated in the NIOSH

hospital sub-sample (nominally 67 hospitals) of the entire NEISS hospital emergency
department sample (nominally 102 hosp1tals) from October 1, 2002 through September
30, 2003.

Under the terms of this agreement CPSC shall: -

Deliver to hospital coders 1nstruct1onal materials for identifying and coding work-
related injuries and illnesses as provided by NIOSH and approved by CPSC,
including printed instructions, coding aids, background materials, posters, etc.

From time to time (e.g., during visits by CPSC staff to hospitals), provide to
current hospital coders within the NIOSH hospital sub-sample informal training
and review on identifying work-related injury and illness cases and recording
work-related information.

At the time of hiring, provide training to new hospital coders within the NIOSH
* hospital sub-sample on identifying work-related injury and illness cases-and
recording work-related information.

Provide NIOSH with all in-scope work-related injury and illness data from the
NIOSH hospital sub-sample, including standard NEISS data variables, NIOSH
special study variables, and variables from other special studies for work-related

~ cases. For in-scope work-related injuries and illnesses, CPSC will collect the
following standard NEISS information: '
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a.  Date of treatment

b. Age, sex, and race of victim
C. Diagnosis (nature of injury/iliness) and body part affected

d. Disposition of case (treated and released, _hospitalized, etc.)
e, '. Place where injury/illness occurred (locale)

f. Fire/motor vehicle involvement
g Products associated with i:he injury/iliness

h.  Whether the injury/illness was work-related

1. Narrative description of the circumstances of the injury/illness as stated in
the emergency room record (chain of events, agent, etc.).

J- A purged narrative with product, manufacturer, person, and business
, identifiers removed where possible.

k. Injury/iliness mechanism

I Injuryfillness intent

m. | l[njur-y or illness designator

n.  Other All- -Injury Pro gram variables

In addition to the variables listed above, CPSC will request that each hospital in
the NIOSH sub-sample collect and report the additional data elements identified
on the NIOSH special study computer entry screen including, but not limited to,
type of business (industry), name of business (industry}, job title (occupation), city
and state of employer. As mutually agreed upon, the work-related variables may
be modified, added, or deleted and CPSC will modify the data entry tools as
necessary. CPSC will also provide to NIOSH vanables from other spec1a1 studies

for work-related cases.

5. . CPSC will monitor the data collection process and perform routine quélity
assurance and quality control procedures on NIOSH work-related case variables
in addition to the standard NEISS variables.
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6. CPSC will routinely provide these data to NIOSH quarterly in 2 file format (e.g.,
SAS) and on electronic media (e.g., CD-ROM or floppy disk) that are mutually
agreeable. For special studies or to meet other unusual data needs, CPSC will
provide NIOSH the data electronically at more frequent intervals up to weekly.

7. Within each data shipment to NIOSH, CPSC will provide a statistical weighting
factor for each case based on the NIOSH sub-sample and statistical support, as
necessary, to enable the calculation of national estimates and error terms
associated with the estimates. :

8. Quarterly, CPSC will provide along with the work-related case information
separate data files with CPSC product-related cases and all injury program cases
for the same time period and hospital sample.

9. Quarterly, CPSC will provide NIOSH with a list of changes, if any, in hospitals
participating in the NIOSH sub-sample (including hospital number, name,
address, and CPSC regional coordinator), dates of participation/case submissions
if not the full quarter, hospital strata, and the number of standard NEISS and
work-related cases entered during the quarter. CPSC will maintain an up-to-date
NIOSH sample design document detailing sample design changes, monthly
hospital participation, and assigned statistical weights and annually provide a
revised copy to NIOSH. ' :

10..  CPSC will notify NIOSH in advance of major changes to the sample design,
variables collected, variable coding schemes, and other factors that materially
influence the collection or analysis of the NEISS data.

Under the terms of this agreement, CPSC agrees to continue to implement for joint benefit
of CPSC and NIOSH, structured telephone interviews of injured/ill parties ot their ,
representatives as specified below or as mutually agreed upon in future amendments or
revisions of this agreement. This includes the continuation by a CPSC contractor of a
telephone interview survey initiated in a prior interagency agreement between NIOSH and
CPSC for telephone investigations of injured/ill workers in violence-related incidents.
Cases for interview will be selected automatically based on specific case criteria and/or
NIOSH manual review. Automatically selected cases will be reviewed for proper
assignment. Improperly assigned cases and/or selected cases of a sensitive nature that are
out of scope for an interview study will be deleted from the interview list. When necessary,
such as for the aforementioned violence-related study, NIOSH will obtain Office of
Management and Budget approval for conducting specific telephone interview studies prior
to CPSC or their contractor initiating interviews with injured./ill workers.

4
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In fulfillment of this agreement CPSC shall, for each agreed upon interview study, contract
for qualified telephone interviews, facilitate the NIOSH-conducted training of telephone
interviewers, assist in the identification of appropriate injury/illness cases, submit case
information to the interview contractor, monitor interview study progress, review interview
quality, and provide NYOSH with paper and/or electronic copies of each completed
interview. On a quarterly basis CPSC will submit to NIOSH a status update for each case
submitted for interview. At the end of each interview study CPSC will submit to NIOSH a
final disposition for each interview case.

NIOSH will be responsible for analysis of any of the data resullting from this agreement.
CPSC will provide consultation on matters concerning the data collection, quality control,
sample design, injury/illness estimates, sampling errors and questionnaire design.

NIOSH will be responsible for public release of NEISS occupational injury and illness

data that are identified as work-related cases including printed and/or electronic

dissemination of data. Public release of data shall exclude hospital and case identifiers,

~ specific treatment and other NEISS date variables that identify an individual calendar day,
and product or manufacturer identifiers as described in Section V. Information Safeguards.

I-n.Fiscal Year 2003, NIOSH will provide $240,000 for CPSC to continue the NEISS
surveillance of work-related injuries/illnesses for victims of all ages beginning October 1, 2002
as described in Section TITA. CPSC estimates that the funds will be used as follows:

$60,000 for hospital contract costs

- $135,000 for professional staffing costs
$6,000 for travel expénses

$8,000 for contract support costs
$5,000 in telephone related costs
$26,000 for computer support services

TOTAL: $240,000

Funds transferred to and previousiy obligated by CPSC will be used to complete the collection
of the telephone interview survey described in Section IIIB.

Travel under this agreement 1s subject td allowances authorized in accordance with Federal and
Joint Travel Regulations.

If equipment is procured by CPSC to accomplish the program's goals and objectives using

 funds provided by this interagency agreement, CDC will retain title to the equipment, with the
exception of equipment procured in support of the overall NEISS project for which CPSC shall

5
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retain title of equipment.

IV. Estimated Cost and Conditions of Payment

Under terms of this agreement, NIOSH will effect the transfer of $240,000 to CPSC in Fiscal Year 2003
immediately upon receipt of this signed Interagency Agreement and billing statements. In the eventofa =
continuing budget resolution whereby NIOSH has limited authorization to obligate funds, contingent upon the
limitations imposed (typically based on funding levels in the previous year), NIOSH will effect the transfer of
one fourth of the total funds ($60,000) upon receipt of this signed Interagency Agreement and billing
statements. The balance will be transferred on a quarterly basis in increments of $60,000 upon the receipt of
billing statements should a continuing budget resolution remain in effect. Upon receipt of final agency spendin
authority for FY2003, NIOSH will effect the transfer of any unpaid balance up to the full amount ($240,000)

upon receipt of billing statements.

CPSC:" 03 PS EXOB 4310 11179 252e¢  ($240,000) ..

V. Information Safeguards |

NIOSH shall comply with the Privacy Act in using and storing information related to this agreement. NIOSH
shall provide CPSC with written assurances satisfactory to CPSC that the identity of any injured/ill person, an
of any person who treated an injured/ill person, shall not be included in any report or information made
available by NIOSH to any member of the public. NIOSH also agrees that it shall not disclose information
compiled under this agreement to the public if the information describes a consumer product in such a manner
that will permit the public to ascertain readily the identity of the manufacturer or private labeler unless the
Commission is notified, and the Commission complies with Section 6(b) of the CPSA (15 U.S.C. 2055).

NIOSH shall maintain all publically accessible NEISS data records through internet file downloads, web-
based query systems, or other electronic mechanisms such that individuals or NEISS hospitals are not directly
or indirectly identifiable. NIOSH shall refer all public requests for hospital identities to CPSC. NIOSH shall
provide CPSC, at their discretion, the opportunity to review for up to 30 days all bulk NEISS occupational
data prior to intended release via internet file downloads, web-based query systems, or other electronic

mechanisms.

NIOSH shall have, at their discretion, a period of up to 30 days for review of NEISS work-related case -

~ information prior to public release in downloadable file formats or web-based query systems in order to assess
. the potential for inadvertent release of direct or indirect personal identifiers that may be unique to occupationa.

data or that may result from linking of data released by NIOSH and CPSC or another agency. CPSC shall

make a reasonable effort to ensure that NIOSH has the option of a similar data review should other Federal, -

State, or local agencies who maintain interagency agreements with CPSC for access to NEISS data, release

NEISS occupational data in bulk or through web-based query systems. The NIOSH review shall not prohibit

6
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data release nor shall it be implied to indemnify CPSC or other agencies in the event of public release of
personal identifiers through their data release mechanisms. ’ _



